88         THE CHEMISTRY OF  PETROLEUM
and subsequent decomposition of copper acetylide can be
made use of to obtain pure acetylene from a gaseous mixture
in which it occurs.
Allow a Bunsen burner to "strike back " for a few moments.
Collect the fumes evolved in a glass jar. Add ammoniacal
cuprous chloride solution and shake. The presence of acety-
lene is indicated by the formation of a red precipitate.